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SOUTH DERBYSHIRE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW

DEVELOPMENT OF A SUSTAINABLE SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY FOR SOUTH
DERBYSHIRE

General Approach

All identifiable settlements within the District have been considered whether or not they are
currently defined by a village confine. These settlements have been divided into the two
Derby and Derbyshire Joint Structure Plan sub areas and ordered by a sustainability index.
Details of the 1999 Mid Year population estimate have been imncluded for each parish.
Individual settlement population has been calculated by establishing the number of residential
properties within the settlement and multiplying by a factor of 2.37, an estimate of average
household size. This has been applied to the number of dwellings within the village confine
boundary or identified settlement if no confine exists.

Settlements have been surveyed both by a physical assessment of the services available and a
postal questionnaire compieted by parish clerks. The list of services and facilities assessed is
outlined in the tables themselves. The table records that at least one of a particular category is
present and does not indicate the number of each facility or service if there are more than one
of that particular type.

Two additional indicators are included these being:

e Served by good public transport — an assessment of the level of public transport services
available to residents of the settlement. ‘Good’ public transport is considered to be the
provision of at least 5 daily services, Monday to Saturday, to and from the settlement.

s Reasonable road access — an assessment of the proximity of each settlement to the primary
road network. ‘Reasonable’ road access is considered to exist where the settlement is
located within 1 mile, by road, of a classified A or B road.

Weighting of Assessment Criteria

In order to give a clearer indication of the relative sustainability of settlements this intial
assessment has been refined in the following area:

e Certain criteria have been given additional weighting as being considered of greater
significance in providing a susiainable settlement than other factors ie. it may be
considered that the existence of a foodstore is of greater significance than the existence of
a place of worship;

« Evidence of over subscription of school places has been established to take account of the
capacity available at educational establishments; and

capacit t educational establishments; and
= An assessment of the carrying capacity of the settlement itself in terms of the population

of the settlement and its ability to provide a catchment area or ‘critical mass’ to support
additional services.



The criteria have been weighted as follows:

Criteria Weighting
Foodstore >
Post Office

Newsagent

Other Stores

Place of Worship

Infant School

Junior School

Primary School
Secondary School

Other Schoot
Overcrowding Penalty
Community Centre
Village Hall

Doctors Surgery
Dentists Surgery

Sports Ground

Leisure Centre

(Garage / Petrol Filling Station
Public House

Good Public Transport
Reasonable Road Access
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No analysis of the relative viability of each of the services assessed is undertaken as part of
this process. Any allocation of new development in what may appear to be unsustainable
locations, to mairtain local services, will be a policy decision. :
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