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1.0 Recommendations 
 
1.1 Members consider the request from a representative of the Over 50’s 

Badminton Club and local resident for increased community use during School 
allocated time. 

 
2.0 Purpose of Report 
 
2.1 To consider a request from a user club member and local resident for more 

community use of the Centre.  
 
3.0 Detail 

 
3.1 The dual use agreement for Etwall Leisure Centre identifies a clear breakdown 

in the facilities and times available to the school for curriculum use and those 
times available for use by the community.  This agreement was entered into by 
John Port School, Derbyshire County Council and South Derbyshire District 
Council.  The revenue funding of the Centre between the School and the 
District Council is based upon this share of use. 

 
3.2 The breakdown of use, as identified in the Joint Management Committee, is as 

follows: 
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And  

 
3.3 Since the Centre opened in 2010 the School has been flexible in its use (as 

per point 20 above) and allowed community use in the mornings when their 
timetable allowed.  This included morning use of the sports hall for the Over 
50’s Badminton Group.  The original understanding regarding this Group’s use 
was that it would be reviewed on an annual basis when the school timetable 
was produced. 

 
3.4 In 2016 the School required the sports hall for teaching and the community 

use was lost.  The Group has lobbied for the hall to be made available again.  
The Club’s representative has maintained that the funders of the Centre were 
not aware of the joint use obligation between School and community use.  The 
funding of the build was as follows: 

 
School/Education provided    £2,763,000  
Badminton England (Sport England)      £500,000  
S106 funds       £3,071,000  
Derby and Derbyshire Economic partnership    £495,000  
Toyota           £100,000  
South Derbyshire District Council      £322,000 

 
3.5 The Etwall Community Group who had raised £25,000 for a previous 

unsuccessful Leisure Centre project agreed for their contribution to go towards 
the successful project.  The Group were attendees at the JMC meetings and 



fully aware of the dual use nature of the project and that there contribution was 
going towards the shared use by the two parties. 

 
3.6 In terms of any changes to the community/curriculum use agreement, these 

would need to be agreed by the School and the District Council.  A financial 
settlement would be required with the District Council increasing its share of 
the revenue cost. 

 
3.7 In terms of the operational relationship between the School, the District 

Council and Active Nation, this has worked very well.  Clearly there are 
important child safeguarding procedures to follow when the public are using a 
school site during the date, but these have been managed effectively to date. 

 
3.8 With respect to the School use/community use agreement, the School do not 

want to change the arrangement.  The School continues to expand its pupil 
population and require the sports hall to deliver its curriculum.  They would 
continue to be flexible with regards releasing the sports hall for community use 
if the timetable allowed. 

 
3.9 The District Council recognises that there is demand from the community for 

further access to the sports hall and indeed the swimming pool and would 
welcome the opportunity to negotiate with the School if the situation arose.  
However financial constraints on Council budgets could prove to be 
problematic and the partners are looking at other site developments which will 
generate more community use and reduce the financial cost of operating the 
Centre. 

 
4.0 Financial Implications 
 
4.1 There are non arising directly from this report, however any future change to 

this dual use agreement to provide further community use would have financial 
costs to the District Council. 

 
5.0 Corporate Implications 
 
5.1 The Etwall Leisure Centre Joint Management Committee Constitution 

continues to contribute to the partners core objective of providing a facility for 
both curriculum and community use. 

 
6.0 Community Implications 
 
6.1 The Etwall Leisure Centre facility has proved to be very popular and any 

extension to community use would be a positive contribution. 
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