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Recommendations

That the report is considered and approved.

Purpose of Report

For the Committee to review the work of the Council’s External Auditor arising
out of their 2011/12 interim audit. In particular, to consider the
recommendations and management responses as detailed in the Action Plan
in Appendix B of the attached report.

The interim audit is undertaken ahead of the main work on auditing the
Council’s accounts and financial statements. It also provides an outline
assessment of the Council’'s arrangements for securing value for money
(VFM).

The report assesses the potential risks and issues that the Auditors will focus
on in undertaking their detailed work later in the year to form their opinion on
the Council’s accounts and its VFM arrangements.

It also helps the Council to ensure that it addresses key points in order to
produce a set of accounts and financial statements in a proper and timely
manner.

Consequently, some of the actions in Appendix B were implemented ahead
or as part of closing the Council’s Accounts for 2011/12. An update on the
risks and actions identified, are included as part of the Auditor’s Annual Report
to those charged with Governance, together with a final VFM assessment.
These are subject to separate reports elsewhere on this Agenda.
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3.0 Detail

3.1 The report of Grant Thornton as the Council’'s appointed Auditor is attached to
this covering paper. The Auditor will be in attendance at the meeting to
present the report and deal with any questions from the Committee.

4.0 Financial Implications

4.1 None

5.0 Corporate Implications

5.1 None

6.0 Community Implications

6.1 None

7.0 Background Papers

7.1 None



