Section 3; Section 17 awareness of the duty to mainstream community

safety

The Community Safety Unit circulated a brief guestionnaire to employee across
various depariments of the District Coundll consulting on awareness of the Crime and
Disorder Act, Section 17, involvement with and potential opportunities to contribute
with the Crime and Disorder Partnership, By the fime of writing this report, 26
responses had been submitied. The following table summaries the responses by
service area. Each has been anonymised for reasons of confideniiality however an
indication of grade is given in the first column in that (A} refers to administrative siaff,
(O) fo those at officer level and (M) to middie management.

Service Aware of Aware of involvement | Potential to
Crime & Section 17 with Crime & | contribute to
Disorder Act Bisorder Crime & Disorder
Partnership | Partnership
Community Yes - Clocal | Yes - "ocal | “Team “Mready does. The

Development
(A)

authorities to
have

authorities o
have

Assistant 1o
the

role is developing
to encompass new

responsibifity responsibility | partnership” prioriies as and
for law and | for law and when they arise”
order and & | order”
crime and
disorder
partnership has
been set up”.
Community No No Yes Yes
Development “In same “Of mutual benefit
o department to understand what
as C&DP. other depariments
Have are doing o
received info | ensure best
on service o
importance of | customers”.

considering
C&DP issues
in any activily
{e.g.
vandalism of
new
noticeboards
considered at
the start of
project,
stranger
danger for
schoot visils
efcl.
Received
door alam.
Offered help
with school




lizison™.

Community Yes “It became | "Not sure - | Yes ‘“worked | “At the moment
Uevelopment | a statutory | does that | with the | sport pays a minor
() requirement for | relate to anti- | Youth Activity | role in the
every focal | social Providers partnership and it
authority tc | behaviour?” group 1o co-lis not resources
work in ordinate efficiently [£e]
parinership  to activiies for | expand info  this
achieve young people. | area as it is
common Received commitied to other
obiectives™ money  from | parinerships. This
the area is  being
parinership to | locked at so with
put on | additional
aclivilies. resources,  sport
Been involved | can have a vilal
in open space | role to play in this
guestionnaire. | partnership.  Sport
Aware of | can give people a
some of the | sense of purpose,
priority  target | qualifications,
areas”. increase
confidence and
self asteem,
increass
community
facilities, provide
struciured aclivities
that can lead inio
formal clubs. Sport
already has good
links with schools,
clubs and other
organisations  and
is used to working
in parinershins”,
Economic No Ne No No
Development
(A}
Economic No No No Yes
Development *Certain footpaths

(O}

could be seen as
creating/ alieviating
crime/disorder
issues — such as
designing
footpaths that
would reduce the
fear of crime and
reduce any
congregating
areas/unauthorised
access. The
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potential is fimited
as | would have o
way up many other
criteria as well, but
where possible |
try and include
sensible
alternatives etg”

Environmental | No No No Mo
Health (O)
Environmental | No  “I  have | No Yes Yes
Health (M) ::{a;r: the tz;n; “Money from | “We have funds
. . private sector | and visit people’s
disorder a lot in .
. grant budget | houses”.
relation to s
initiatives  and 5 given
toward an
schemes but N
\ initiative to
couldn't tell you .
. carry out
what it actually .
said in the act” home security
works (or am
| getting
confused with
something
else?7Y
Environmental | No Mo Bor't know Don't know
Hoalth (A)
Environmental | Yes No MNO Yes
Heaith (O} “l know therz is “Safety on
an Act and that construction sites
ASBO officers and other premises
and orders are where intruders
made under i’ may be injured.
This will require
youngsters being
made aware of the
dangers of buiiding
sites”
Housing {M) Yes No Yes Yes
“ASBOs “Home “Already
Crime & gecurity urjdertakazj wark
Di improvements | with the Crime &
isorder .
Sirateqy” to sheltered Disorder
gy housing Partnership. Many
properiies of the aims of
Home asiale
securit management tie in
Uy closely with C&D
project )
issues, such as
Security £SB, safe
improvements | environment etc.”
ic Council
Confidential Page 10 PR




housing”

iIT Services | Yes No No No
(©) “Nothing, other
than | heard
there is onel”
T Services | Yes No Yes “Without
M} “Only aware of “Does GIS understanding
its existence” count? What, the Aci{
Assisted with | [CadFes  Of Wh.at
the Ehﬁe parﬁner§hsp
installation of g;s;es éﬁh%chfegz
IT equipment .

. -authority | cannot
supplied )
through the regpgrzd on  this
oolice point”.
authority”.

iT Services | No No No No

(C)

Finance (M) Yes Yes No Yes
“I believe that | believe that “We are
the act piaced a | it requires developing e-
duty on local Councils to government
authorities to take into strategies which Is
address crime account crime ail about re-
and disorder and disorder shaping the
issues by issues in their services we
working in plans and deliver. This is
partnership with | policy meant {o have &
other agencies | development. positive and
especially the They need to discernable impact
police. The consider on our customers.
partnership are | whether new We should
meant {0 plans or perhaps be
monitor levels sirategies will thinking how crime
of crime and have and disorder
disorder and consequenceas issues can play a
decide on for addressing role in this. On a
priority areas crime and vary basic level my
that can be disorder department is
addressed issues and developing a risk
through the identify any management
partnership. In | issues that strategy which
fern the stam from iooks 5t a wide
partnership them”. range of risks
then needs fo scme of which no
set targeis and doubt stem from

. focus resources crime in the form of

on achieving vandaalism o
reduction in council buildings”.
those areas”™

Confidential Page 11 PRI




Legal & | Yes Yes Yes Yes
giﬁiirﬁ% “The Acthas | “Section 17 | “Liaisonwith | “Itis the role of
been designed | creates a Sgt Steve L&DS department
to provide the general duty Wilson in to provide
framework for on each Local | relation to the | assistance to all
the Authority to Anti Sccial depariments {o
ermnpowerment take account Behaviour enable tem to
of local people | of the Policy. He is | deliver services
on the fight Community currently in efficiently and
against crime Safety the process of | effectively”.
and disorder, dimension in | re-drafting the
giving Local alt of its work. | Policy in
Authorities, the | All policies, conjunction
Police and a strategies, with the
variety of cthers | plans and Housing
key partners budgets will Department”.
specific naad to be
responsibilities”. | considered
from the
standpoint of
their
contribution to
the reduction
of crime and
disorder”.
Planning (A} No No No No
Planning (G} No No Don't know Don't know
Planning (A} No No No Yes
“Helo with maps or
on corporate GiS
system”
Planning (M) Yes NG Yes Yes
“The Council (Unless it's “lama “Planning can help
has z duty (o the section member of deliver a safer
have regard to | that says what | the Violent environment for
grime and I have said in | Crime Action | communities and
disorder answer to Team individuals through
implications question 1) although at policies in the local
when present am | plan and their
undertaking its only able to implemeniation
activities” attend onan | through the grant
as and when | of planning
needed basis | permission”.
due fo
pressure of
other
projects”.
Revenue MNo No No Sorry, | do not
Services {A) have the
necessary
Confidential Page 12 PRCI




knowledge fo
COMmant.

Revenue
Services (M}

Mo

Mo

MNO

Yes

“Part of my
responsibility, as
Benefit manager is
that | am also the
Fraud Manager
and as such | am
charged with
ensuring that the
prevention and
detection of fraud
is of the uimost
importance. We
are very aclive in
this area and | will,
in the near future
be increasing the
resources within
this section to
enable us to meet
the demands
placed upon us by
recent changes in
the legislation”.

Revenue
Services (M)

Yes

Yes

“Crime &
Disorder
issues should

be considered
in all activities

the council
undertakes”

MNo

No

“Revenue billing
and collection, and
the granting of
benefils, are
governed by
statute and
regulations. | do
not think that there
is a direct link to
the work we do but
there may be 2
connection via any
anti-poverty
strategy”.

Technical
Services (M)

Yes

“An attempt by
the Government
to tackle what
they believe to
be a very

“important {f not

the most
important issue)
for people.
Through

Yag

“Reguirement
on LAto
consider
crime &
discrger

implications of

all of its
activities i.e.
Flanning,

environmeantal

Yes

“involved in
BV Reviews,
skateboard
project,
motorcycle
fuisance
group. As
managers of
most of the
Councils

Yes

“iew improving
the guality of
existing provision
and providing new
facilities and
services as a key
deterrent to crime
& disorder issues
in the District. We
are heavily
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statute, improvement | none housing | involved in all of

intended to work eic, facilities the above®.
encourage a Gives LA involved in
mulfi- othar powers | audils, farget
agency/joined to co-ordinate | hardening
up thinking activities and | issues and
approach o fo produce general
crime & strategies management
disorder etc”. and
issues”. monitoring of
anti social
behavicur”,
Tachnical Very litthe, | No See gbove Not sure
Services {0} although we '
have used
funding to
instatl  lighting
on one of our
parks. Get

confused  with
responsibilitizs!

Bersonnel and | No No Mot that 1 am | No
Development aware of, we
Division {O) have offered

to hand out
the personal
alarms io
employees

Birect Service | No No Yes Yes
{M}

Findings from the Questionnaire

s Respondents ranged from middle management level to administrative
assistant. There is little consistency within tiers of seniority in that those at
administrative, officer and management levels show similar levels of
awareness and lack of awareness within the survey to ihe Act and Section
17.

¢« Those who are invoived directly or indirectly with the parinership have greater
levels of awareness than those departments where links are more tenuous

=« Of the 26 respondents, less than half (42%/ nc 11) had heard of the Crime
and Disorder Act

= Only 6 of the 26 (23%) were aware of Section 17 although only 19% were
correct in their interpretation

s 38% {number = 10) of respondents were aware of some involvement by their
department in the work of the Crime and Disorder Partnership, a further 56%
believed that their department had no involvement with the Parinership and
the remaining 11% did not know.

Confidential Page 14 PRCI




= Interestingly over half of respondenis (53%/ number = 14) could identify the
potential within their department {0 contribute to the Parinership.
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