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OPEN 
 
 

SWADLINCOTE AREA MEETING 
 

6th February 2007 
 
 

 PRESENT:- 
 
  District Council Representatives 
  Councillor Harrington (Chair), Councillor Southerd (Vice-Chair) and 

Councillors Lane and Tilley. 
 

  M. Alflat (Director of Community Services), D. Townsend (Democratic 
Services) and B. Jones (Helpdesk). 

  
  Derbyshire County Council Representatives 
  Councillor Southerd, D. Tysoe (County Secretary) and A. Bond 

(Democratic Services). 
   
  Derbyshire Constabulary 
  Sergeant Thandi. 
 
  Members of the Public 
  M. Causer, R. Causer, C. Horridge, Mr. Key, Mrs. Key, A. Lager, 

M. Lunn, A. Pitcher, D. Pitcher, S. Pitcher, J.G. Tomlins and J. 
Tomlinson. 

 
 APOLOGIES 
 
 Apologies for absence from the Meeting were received from District Councillor 

Mrs. Lane, Mr. Crookes-Williamson, Mr. Harvey, Mrs. Horridge and Mrs. 
Staley. 

 
SA/15. MINUTES 
 
 The Minutes of the Swadlincote Area Meeting held on 20th November 2006 

were noted. 
 
SA/16. REPORT BACK ON ISSUES RAISED AT THE LAST MEETING 

 
 The Chair reported that the sunken tarmac on Bank Passage had now been 

identified and refilled.  A resident responded that he felt that this was now a 
bigger trip hazard than before the work was completed.   

 
 Councillor Harrington agreed to visit this area and pursue this further 

with the District Council, if necessary. 
 
 A resident confirmed that the “No Entry” sign that was required should be 

sited on the tarmac at Ernest Hall Way, rather than Rink Passage as 
previously reported. 

 
 Mr. D. Tysoe agreed to raise this issue within Derbyshire County 

Council. 
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 With regard to parking by Securicor at the junction of Church Street and 
Thorpe Downs Road, Church Gresley, Sergeant Thandi reported she had 
requested that the Beat Officer pursue this item.  She confirmed that 
although the Manager had been contacted, it was felt that dangerous parking 
was still taking place. 

 
 Sergeant Thandi agreed to raise this again with the Manager of Tesco 

Express and it was also agreed that the Chair would pursue this issue in 
writing with the Manager. 

 
SA/17. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE LOCAL 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 Mr. Causer queried whether salt bins could be filled, in view of the possibility 

of further ice and snow. 
 
 D. Tysoe agreed to deal with this issue. 
 
 It was asked if Morrisons could be requested to close their gates (outside the 

main entrance, opposite the exit from the lift off High Street) when the 
supermarket was shut.  It was believed that this would discourage vehicles 
from travelling through the town centre.  However, it was noted that there 
were alternative routes, even if this was closed. 

 
 Mr. Horridge asked if additional benches could be installed around the 

Bandstand at Maurice Lea Park.  Sergeant Thandi responded that, from a 
policing perspective, it would not be helpful to have benches permanently in 
this area.   

 
 The Director of Community Services agreed to investigate this issue and 

respond directly to Mr. Horridge.  He remarked that it may be possible 
to provide temporary benches, particularly when an event was taking 
place. 

 
 A resident reported that in the ladies toilets next to the bus park in 

Swadlincote, three doors were missing from a total of four toilet cubicles. 
 
 The Director of Community Services agreed to investigate this issue and 

report back to the next Meeting. 
 

 A resident queried the operation of the Swadlincote Indoor Market, as the 
gates had recently been locked.  The Director of Community Services 
responded that the Indoor Market had recently been declining and there were 
currently no bookings.  He added that it was the District Council’s wish that 
the Market be relocated outside and revitalised, in negotiation with the 
current contract holders for the Market.  The Market needed to be 
accommodated within the town centre, and it was important that 
Swadlincote maintained its Market status.  Councillor Southerd added that 
District Councillors wished to retain the Market and negotiations were 
ongoing to continue to make the town centre a thriving environment. 

 
 A resident pointed out that there had recently been an article in the local 

newspaper regarding trees on Gresley Common adjacent to the Barley Mow 
Inn.  He added that these had now been felled.  The Chair responded that 
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these trees were diseased and there was a danger of falling branches.  An 
agreement was in place that these trees would be replaced. 

 
 It was agreed that the Chair would pursue this issue to ensure that 

replacement trees were planted. 
 
 (Sergeant Thandi left the meeting). 
 

A resident congratulated the recent work that had been completed in Maurice 
Lea Park.  However, he reported that there had recently been instances of 
vandalism occurring in this area.  It was felt that the Police had not dealt 
with this effectively, and he was very disappointed with the response he had 
received.  The Chair encouraged the resident to continue to report issues and 
added that there had been successful Police activity around the Old Hall 
area.  Councillor Lane also added that although the Police could not always 
respond, intelligence was used to plan future activity. 
 
A resident reported that contacting the local Police was very difficult as the 
calls were often diverted to the Police Headquarters at Ripley.  It would be 
useful if local residents could dial a number, which was answered locally, 
although it was accepted that this would be diverted out of hours.  Councillor 
Southerd pointed out that the Police had limited resources and had to 
address their priorities, although it was accepted that this did cause certain 
difficulties.  
 

SA/18. SOUTH DERBYSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL: RESPONDING TO YOUR 
VIEWS 

 
 The Area Meeting considered a report on the consultation which the District 

Council had undertaken with local people regarding what improvements to 
services were required and how South Derbyshire could be a better place to 
live.  In January 2006, the Council had asked the public to prioritise some of 
the ideas being considered for inclusion in the Council’s Corporate Plan. 
Following this in October 2006, ideas were requested from the public on the 
Council’s initiative “Ideas into Action”. 
 
The Area Meeting was advised that the Council’s Corporate Plan 2006/09 
had six themes. The Council had acted on the proposals prioritised by the 
public and the most significant issues identified for action by the Council 
were:- 

 

• Litter/cleanliness 

• Graffiti 

• Better recycling facilities/collections 

• Untidy sites 

• More trees, flowers and spring bulbs 

• Highway maintenance and improvement 

• Support for Neighbourhood Watch 

• Better facilities for children and young people. 
 

The report detailed the suggestions where immediate action had been taken 
by the Council, which included:- 
 

• Action to clear litter from private land where public access made it 
prominent and noticeable. This was in addition to the usual highways and Page 3 of 5
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council land where the Council had a duty to control litter.  The Council 
would work with private landowners to ensure they did not avoid their 
legal responsibilities, which would enable problem areas to remain tidy 
whilst the legal position was investigated. 

 

• Currently, graffiti on Council-owned land and buildings was removed. In 
addition, the Council had started to remove prominent graffiti where it 
was visible to the public. 

 

• A grant scheme was being launched to enable Parish Councils to plant 
spring bulbs or other planting to improve public areas.  A similar scheme 
would operate in the un-parished urban core. 

 

• The District Council was working with Derbyshire County Council, which 

was responsible for Civic Amenity Sites, to seek improvements to access, 
particularly in the north of the district where access was limited.  As an 
interim measure, the Council would be introducing a Saturday Refuse 
Freighter collection from a number of villages. Details of locations and 
dates would be available shortly. 

 
It was asked when a Brown Bin Composting Scheme would be in operation 
for the area.  The Director of Community Services responded that further 
recycling facilities would be introduced throughout the whole District.  There 
was currently a trial being carried out on 3,000 properties, where in-vessel 
recycling was undertaken.  If this was successful, it would be introduced 
throughout the whole District.  The Chair advised that all residents had a 
personal responsibility to carry out recycling and that the District as a whole 
was very successful at this.  The Director of Community Services added that 
the District Council currently worked in partnership with the County 
Council, which had recently given the District Council £50,000 towards new 
bins.  The District Council was also seeking a new contract for plastic 
recycling.  The Neighbourhood Wardens were serving fixed penalty notices for 
littering, and hotspot areas had been targeted in addition to working with the 
Police against anti-social behaviour. 
 
It was agreed that the content of the report be noted. 
 

SA/19. POLICE ISSUES 
 
Sergeant Thandi returned to the Meeting and reported on the following 

items:- 
 
(a) A new Police Community Safety Officer was due to start in Swadlincote 

Town Centre on 5th March 2007.   
 
(b) She had visited Tesco Express at Church Street, Church Gresley and 

spoken to the Manager who had advised her that Securicor visited the 
store six times per week.  However, four of these visits were to the ATM 
cash machine, over which the Tesco Manager had no authority.  

 
The Chair confirmed that he would send a letter to the Management of 
this Tesco store, expressing concern about the dangerous parking. 
 

A resident felt that it would be useful to have additional recycling facilities at 
Regents Court, Church Gresley.   

Page 4 of 5



Swadlincote Area – 6.2.07  OPEN 

 

- 5 - 

 
The Director of Community Services agreed to consider this request and 
provide a response to the next Meeting. 
 

SA/20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 It was reported that the Area Meetings normally scheduled during April/May 

had been cancelled due to the District and Parish Council Elections on 3rd 
May 2007.  The next Meeting would take place during July/August 2007, on 
a date to be advised. 

 
 
 

 
K. HARRINGTON 

 
 
 

CHAIR 
 
 

 The Meeting terminated at 8.10 p.m. 
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