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Recommendations

To approve an approach to Finance and Management Committee to fund proposals
to provide a deterrent to traveller encroachment on Gresley Common

Purpose of Report

To seek Member approval to proposals to provide a deterrent to traveller
encroachment on Gresley Common.

Executive Summary

Over recent years, traveller encroachment on parts of Gresley Common has
increased fairly dramatically. One of the major problems with the area is that, as
part of the Common, it is easily accessible. To maintain access, while at the same
time deterring traveller encroachment, the only practical solution would appear to be
the erection of bollards around the whole site. This would cost in the region of
£12,500.

Detail

So far this year there have been 2 incidents of encroachment on the Common.
Cleaning up after the first incident cost approximately £180. However, a large
number of complaints were received from local residents about the disruption caused
by the behaviour of the traveliers.

A number of optiocns were considered to deter the travellers including tree planting
and the creation of a bank and trench around the whole site. These were discounted
mainly because they had been generally unsuccessfuily at other sites. The most
practical option appears to be the erection of barrier gates down the central roadway
with timber bollards placed around the site. The plan at Annexe A identifies the
location of the site together with the location of barriers and bollards.

It should be stressed there is no guarantee that the erection of bollards will stop
travellers using the site in future. Experience at other locations has indicated that if
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the travellers are determined enough they will be able to gain access. There are also,
other locations in the immediate area, that while they may not be as attractiveand
as easy to access as the frontage of Common off York Road, could provide
alternative sites for the traveliers.

Financial Implications

Incursions of this type have a number of financial implications. The first is the direct
cost of cleaning the site up once the travellers have left. While this was relatively low
following the last encroachment, previous incidents on other areas of Gresley
Common have cost £1000 to tidy up. Traveller incursions also involve a large
amount of officer time in dealing with both the legal processes involved and the
public dissatisfaction. Approving this proposal will not guarantee ending this
commitment as it is possible that the travellers will use other sites in the District

Following competitive quotations the lowest price for doing the work, as specified, is
£12,500. Revenue has not been allocated in this year's budget for this project, nor
can any savings be made from other budgets in this service area.

Under the Council’'s current structure only Finance and Management Commitiee can
approve the re-allocation of funding for which a budget has not already been
approved. If Members were minded to undertake the project then an approach would
have to be made to the next meeting of that Committee in June 2002. Because
budgets have already been set, to fund this work, at this stage, would involve the
postponement of one of the schemes already approved in this year's process. A list
of these ‘one off projects is included in Annexe B. If Members feel that this work can
wait until next financial year then a service development proposal could be submitted
for consideration as part of the 2003 / 2004 budget process

Corporate Implications

Applications for budgets for work that not been budgeted for need to be considered in
conjunction with other demands on finance.

Community Implications

The provision of bollards would still allow the existing community use of the site to
take place.

Conclusions

The encroachment of travellers on Gresley Common adjacent to Maurice Lea
Memorial Park and York Road is becoming more frequent. A large number of
complaints have been received from local residents requesting that action be taken
to deter this encroachment. The provision of bollards around the whole site appears
tc be most effective way of deterring this access in future.

Background Papers

File 68, Technical Services.
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ANnEXE B ,

One off items

Development of Community Strategy 5000V
Repairs at George Holmes Business Centre 5000 |
Gresley Cemetery - Gate Pillars 3,000 +
Civic Offices - Lift Maintenance 1,482
Litter Bins 5000 ¢+~
Tourism Economic Impact Assessment 1,800 -
Tree Maintenance at Stenson Fields 5,000 v
Replacement of District Boundary Signs 5500 |-~
Sub-Total 31,782
Refuse Collecticn - Jubilee Tuesday 6.000-7
Total one-off items 37,782
Ongoing Service Improvements
Contribution to Crime & Disorder Partnership 11,000{/
Attending damaged memorials 1,000 |
Rosliston Forestry Centre - Management 8,500 4
Refuse Collection - District Growth 10,000 14~
Gas & Elecirical Testing - Vacant properties 1,0004"
Housing Needs Survey 1,000 }~
Boardman's Industrial Estate - repairs 5,000 a:
Licence Plates for private hire vehicles 500 v
Surface Water Drainage ' 3,000 '/
Increased Maintenance - Toilets 19,0007
Clinical Wast Collections
Cleaning Footways - A516 21,500
Mairitenance of Open Space
Sub-Total 81,500
Repairs to Park Road 200
Office Mobile Phones 150
Sub-Total 81,850
Extension to compost scheme 14,500
Flare Environmental Health System 4 650
Pro-active Occupational Health Provision 2,000
Electoral Registration & Postal Vating 6,000
Re-open Overseal Public Toilet 1,000
Purchase of Replacement Wheeled Bins 20,000
Appointment of EHO - Commercial 28,750
Appcintment of Enforcement Officer (P/T) 11,000
Appecintment of Recycling Officer (temp) 25,000
Total On-going service developments 194,750




