
F B McArdle 
Chief Executive

South Derbyshire District Council, 
Civic Offices, Civic Way, 

Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 0AH. 
 

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk
@SDDC on Twitter 

@southderbyshiredc on Facebook 
 

Please ask for Democratic Services  
Phone (01283) 595722/ 595848 

Typetalk 18001 
DX 23912 Swadlincote 

Democratic.services@southderbyshire.gov.uk 
 

Our Ref  
Your Ref 

 
Date: 7 June 2021 

 
Dear Councillor, 
 
Licensing and Appeals Sub-Committee
 
Please find enclosed the agenda and supporting information for the Licensing and Appeals 
Sub-Committee meeting. 
 
A Meeting of the Licensing and Appeals Sub-Committee will be held at Council Chamber, 
on Tuesday, 08 June 2021 at 10:00.  
 
If you require any further information, please contact Democratic Services on the number 
shown above. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Chief Executive 
 
To:- Labour Group  

Councillors Gee (Chair) and 
Councillor Taylor. 
 
Conservative Group 
Councillor Watson. 
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AGENDA 

Open to Public and Press 

 
 
1 Apologies.  

2 To note any declarations of interest arising from any items on the Agenda  

 

3 HEARING FOR AN APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE TO BE 

GRANTED UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 - STABLE ALES 

3 - 160 

Exclusion of the Public and Press: 

  
4 The Chairman may therefore move:-  

That in accordance with Section 100 (A)(4) of the Local Government 
Act 1972 (as amended) the press and public be excluded from the 
remainder of the Meeting as it is likely, in view of the nature of the 
business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that 
there would be disclosed exempt information as defined in the 
paragraph of Part I of the Schedule 12A of the Act indicated in the 
header to each report on the Agenda. 
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REPORT TO LICENSING & APPEALS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

Agenda Item:      3          Hearing Date: Tuesday 8th June 2021 
 

Contact Officer: Faye Norman 

 
HEARING FOR AN APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE TO BE GRANTED UNDER 

THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

 
1. PURPOSE 

 
1.1 To determine an application to grant a premises licence received by this Authority on 

the 14th April 2021 from Roger Lowe. The application is attached at (Appendix 1).   
 
2. BACKGROUND 

 
2.1  The applicant is seeking to be granted a premises licence for live music, recorded 

music & sale by retail of alcohol for the times stated in paragraph 3.   
 
3. APPLICATION DETAILS  
 
3.1 The applicant requests the Licensing Authority to permit the following: 
 

Activity Days Times 

Live music & recorded music – Indoors & Outdoors 
The above are exempt for the times stated if less 
than 500 people are in attendance 

Monday - Sunday 10:00hrs – 21:00hrs 

Sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on and off 
the premises 
Electronic Sales 

Monday – Sunday 
 
Monday – Sunday 

10:00hrs – 21:00hrs 
 
24hrs 

Opening hours of the premises  Monday – Sunday  08:00hrs – 23:00hrs 

Non-Standards Timings 
Applicable to live music, recorded music and the 
sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on and off 
the premises to facilitate events such as: 

• Outdoor Comedy shows 

• Food events within the courtyard 

• Tasting events with craft breweries  

• Christmas/New Year period between 27th 
November – 2nd January 

 
These non-standard timings shall be limited to no 
more than 20 days in each calendar year. 

Monday – Sunday  10.00hrs – 22.30hrs 

 
3.2     The steps the applicant intends to take to promote all four licensing  objectives can be  

seen at section M of the application form. 
 
 
 
 

Applicant’s Name 
 
Premises Name 
 
Address 
 

Roger Lowe 
 
Stable Ales 
 
The Old Stables  
Unit D Melbourne Hall  
Church Square  
Melbourne  
Derbyshire 
DE73 8EN 
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4. CONSULTATION RESPONSES 
 

4.1 Representations were received from the Responsible Authorities. 
 
Derbyshire Constabulary  Representation received during the 28 day 
 consultation period.  Full details can be found 
 at (Appendix 2).                                                

 
4.2 9 representations were received from other persons. 
 

J Hill Representation received during the 28 day 
consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 3). 

 
M Harnden Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 4). 

 
R. A. Farmer Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 5). 

 
M Gilchrist Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 6). 

 
P Lavin Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 7). 

 
J Williams Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 8). 

 
L Willams Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 9). 

 
G Grant Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 10). 

 
D Devey Smith Representation received during the 28 day 

consultation period.  Full details can be found at 
(Appendix 11). 

 
 
5. AGREEMENT BETWEEN PARTIES 
  
5.1 Derbyshire Constabulary has now agreed conditions with the applicant and have 

subsequently withdrawn their representation as shown at (Appendix 12). 
 
6. OTHER RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
6.1 The Authority should consider its responsibilities under the Crime and Disorder Act 

1998, and the Human Rights Act 1998 when considering the fair balance  between the 
interests of the applicant and the rights of local residents.  
 

6.2 Any decision taken by the Sub-Committee must be appropriate and proportionate to   
the objective being pursued. 
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6.3     Members are reminded that whenever they make a decision under the Licensing Act 
2003, they have a duty to act with a view to promoting the licensing objectives. 

 
6.4 When considering any representations, only those issues relating to the four 
 licensing objectives should be considered and appropriate weight given to the 
 importance and relevance to the application of each representation. 
 
6.5 In making its decision, Members must also have regard to the Statutory Guidance 

issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s own Licensing 
Policy. If Members depart from either, they must specify their reasons for doing so. 

 
7.  DETERMINATION 
 
7.1 The Sub-Committee must take such of the following steps as it considers  necessary 

for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

1. Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
2. Modify the conditions of the operating schedule by altering or omitting or adding 

to them. 
3. Exclude or restrict from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to 

which the application relates. 
4. Reject the whole of the application. 

 
7.2 The Sub-Committee may also grant the licence subject to different conditions for 

different parts of the premises. 
 
7.3 Members are asked to note that they may not modify the conditions or reject 
 whole or part of the application merely because they consider it desirable to do so. It  

must be appropriate to do so in order to promote the licensing objectives and any such 
step must relate to any outstanding representation made. 

 
7.4 If Members grant the application, the details of the operating schedule will be 
 incorporated into the licence as conditions. The licence will also be subject to 
 certain mandatory conditions. 
 
8. RIGHT OF APPEAL 
 
8.1 Members should note that the applicant or persons making representations have the 

right of appeal against any decision made by the Sub-Committee. 
  
9.  APPENDICES  
 

1. Copy of premises licence application (Appendix 1) 
2. Copy of representation received – Derbyshire Constabulary (Appendix 2) 
3. Copy of representation received – J Hill (Appendix 3) 
4. Copy of representation received – M Harnden (Appendix 4) 
5. Copy of representation received – R. A. Farmer (Appendix 5) 
6. Copy of representation received – M Gilchrist (Appendix 6) 
7. Copy of representation received – P Lavin (Appendix 7) 
8. Copy of representation received – J Williams (Appendix 8) 
9. Copy of representation received – L Williams (Appendix 9) 
10. Copy of representation received – G Grant (Appendix 10) 
11. Copy of representation received – D Devey Smith (Appendix11) 
12. Copy of Conditions agreed with the applicant and Derby Constabulary 

withdrawal of representation (Appendix12) 
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From: John Williams
To: Faye Norman
Subject: Fwd: Pavement to proposed parking field on Blackwell Lane, Melbourne.
Date: 03 June 2021 12:45:15

To whomsoever it may concern :

This narrow and restricted path, on the fast bend on a main road, is the proposed pedestrian
route ,past residential houses ,for up to 500 customers of events at Melbourne Hall
departing at the same time after conclusion of entertainment.At the narrowest point the
path does not support two pedestrians side by side.

JWilliams.  

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Williams 
Date: 3 June 2021 at 11:24:46 BST
To: John Williams 
Subject: Pavement

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Williams
To: Faye Norman
Subject: Fwd: waterlogged field in late May , proposed as parking for hundreds of guests attending Hall functions.
Date: 03 June 2021 12:45:17

The field grows tussock grass and plants which indicate boggy and swampy conditions.
The Allotment society refused to have the ground as too waterlogged.
JWilliams,  

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Williams 
Date: 3 June 2021 at 11:22:45 BST
To: John Williams 
Subject: Field

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Williams
To: Faye Norman
Subject: Fwd: Entrance to the proposed parking field....Blackwell Lane, Melbourne.
Date: 03 June 2021 12:45:19

To whomsoever it may concern.
This photograph is the ramped entrance for upto 500 people proposed by the Hall into the
parking field.  The road is dangerous and has a fast curve.
J.Williams.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Williams 
Date: 3 June 2021 at 11:25:48 BST
To: John Williams 
Subject: Entrance

Sent from my iPhone
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License Objections Arguments for Hearing June 8th  
 
The prevention of crime and disorder 

There is no doubt that an additional licensed premises will lead to more crime and disorder in the 
area. There is already evidence that Stable Ales cannot control the license they have as Mr Lowe has 
already been warned about patrons leaving the courtyard events drinking alcohol from open 
containers. I have personally witnessed people leaving the venue and crossing the road in front of 
my property with bottles in hand on the Wednesday evening courtyard events. In Mr Lowe’s 
previous successful application in October 2020 he stated in section 18 Licensing Objectives for part 
b) The prevention of crime and disorder that ‘alcohol sold is intended for home consumption and 
will not be permitted within the premises of Melbourne Hall Estate’. This license was granted based 
on this being how they would prevent crime and disorder yet have already on a regular weekly basis 
gone directly against this. How are we to be able to rely on the licensing objectives and the licensing 
panel to protect us from this? The most recent application that I am objecting to today has no 
material steps documented in this area other than challenging age which is simply the bare 
minimum that could be expected. 

Public safety 

I object to a license being granted for the outdoor area which can cater for events of up to 500 
people until late evening. Any event where a mass of people will be leaving at the same time into 
the poorly lit and narrow roads surrounding poses a significant safety risk to the people leaving the 
event, local residents and cars driving along Church Street and Blackwell Lane. The parking along 
Church Street and Blackwell Lane is already insufficient for the number of businesses and events in 
the area. During even relatively quiet times the bus stop is blocked, dropped curbs are obstructed, 
corners are parked on and crossing and driving along the road is extremely dangerous. Blackwell 
Lane is also a narrow road with a narrow unlit pathway on one side only. An additional licensed 
premises will add to both the dangerous parking and number of people needing egress at the same 
time. The application has given no serious thought to parking or site egress. The proposed parking 
site is merely an unsuitable field that will not be used due to poor access and lack of drainage. No 
investment has even been suggested to turn the field into a suitable parking site. Even if the field 
was used, the walk to the premises is unlit, poorly paved and on the wrong side of the road. The 
parking for the current courtyard events is already in excess of what should be reasonably expected 
and the field has not been used once as an overflow car park. This clearly illustrates it is not suitable 
and will not be used going forward.  

Photo from 12th May Courtyard event 
showing the bus stop on Church Street 
directly outside Tackle & Gun being 
blocked off causing danger to passengers 
forced to dismount the bus in the middle 
of the road as the bus is unable to pull in 
and then the passengers are crossing the 
road from in-between parked vehicles. 
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The protection of children from harm 

As outlined above, there is a significant risk to everyone, particularly children, owing to the increase 
in traffic and dangerous parking that the proposed license will lead to. This is already an area where 
many people go for walks to visit Melbourne Hall, the Parish Church and Melbourne Pool. There is 
no safe place to cross the road as it is at a very busy junction and on a bus route. The parking driven 
directly from the courtyard events as shown in the photos make crossing significantly more risky. 
What will the licensing panel do to reduce this threat particularly to the many children who 
frequently walk and play in this area. It is a well documented fact that children have the highest risk 
of death when crossing the road where there are many parked cars as they are not seen and there is 
no where safe for them to cross. In addition, the houses in the vicinity of the hall are mostly listed 
and all in a conservation area. This means that residents are not permitted to make alterations to 
their houses such as adding double glazing. The historic single glazed sash windows on many of the 
properties do not block out sound and as such any noise generated in the area is clearly audible 
inside. The noise generated by an additional pub and the proposed music would keep children 
awake late (music, outside talking/ shouting both during the opening times and when people are 
leaving) which would affect their development and behaviour. We have three children: 9, 7 and 3 
years old, all of whom have bedrooms on the front of our house directly facing the proposed 
premises. They all have bedtimes before the proposed closing times and would be severely impacted 
by the noise generated. I would like to know what the licensing panel will do to protect my children 
and my own mental health? In addition, in a previous licensing application, Stable Ales claimed that 
they are appealing to a ‘wider family market’ and they would under section 18.e) of the application- 
The Protection of children from harm, ensure that ‘any foul language or sexual expletives are not 
permitted to ensure children are not exposed to this’. However, the associated courtyard events 
company is already promoting three nights of late night comedy with comedians (Examples: 
Reginald D Hunter & Rich Hall) who have all used both foul language and sexual expletives in their 
acts. In media articles, Mr Lowe has again stated that he is catering to a family market. However, late 
night comedy acts clearly contradict this. 

What is acceptable 

In summary I do not have an objection to a license being limited to 8pm providing that it is on the 
condition of amplified music only being allowed indoors. Events need further conditions around 
parking, public safety and noise nuisance prior to this being acceptable, they also need clear 
boundaries in terms of frequency and duration. 
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3-minute presentation for the Licensing Board, South Derbyshire District 

Council

Tuesday 8 June 2021

1: The prevention of crime & disorder

• If Stable Ales were to be further licensed, as this application requests, it would 

add a third pub within 200 yards of the Church Square/Melbourne Hall/Stable 

Ales intersection, to attract additional people to consume additional alcohol 

immediately adjacent to residential areas, at Melbourne's busiest leisure spot.

⁃ We don't need to speculate on what Roger Lowe's clients may or may not 

do either while there or while arriving or leaving. As Alcohol Change UK 

notes: 

'… by lowering inhibitions and impairing judgement alcohol can 

increase both aggression and the willingness to take risks.' 

⁃ He should know that.

⁃ Just as for any business, if he behaves himself as a good neighbour, 

including with his current license, neither he nor his alcohol business 

should be generating crime or disorder. However, if his or Stable Ales' 

actions, or those of his customers bring either crime or disorder of any 

level to the neighbourhood, those infringements will be recorded, and the 

appropriate authorities can deal with them.

2: Public safety

• Parking

⁃ Over the past few weeks, since Melbourne Hall began its Wednesday food 

hall events, parking on those afternoons has become a serious problem. 

This is in addition to the normallly heavy parking pressures faced by 

pedestrians & drivers alike in and around that intersection and its 

neighbouring streets. 

⁃ Particularly on Blackwell Lane, which is a narrow, twisting, limited-

vision road, cars parking on both sides of the road for Hall-based 

activities block the vision of both drivers & pedestrians, turning 

that sector into a nightmare. 

⁃ Exiting drivers must go nearly all the way into the road 

before they can see if any traffic is oncoming.

⁃ Pedestrians on the narrow, sloping, uneven pavement there 

who meet others coming toward them [especially in these 
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Covid times] must hope they can wedge themselves 

between the parked cars, with enough room for any 

accompanying pets [a common occurrence] to escape the 

traffic beside them. 

⁃ The entire rest of the area is as fraught and overrun from 

the remaining three directions.

⁃ That is one event on one day. And Stable Ales is already 

doing business there.

⁃ Stable Ales now proposes to attract further crowds every day, with 

particular emphasis on weekends, when the area is at its busiest. 

Roger Lowe has stated that most of his customers will be 

pedestrians. That's speculation. In fact, more people would mean 

yet more vehicles and yet more demand for parking in overcrowded 

conditions, especially in unfavourable weather. Sooner or later, 

stuffing the streets with yet more parked cars will lead to grief, 

potentially a matter of life or limb. That set-up is avoidable … and 

should be avoided.

• Traffic

⁃ Many business people, workers, visitors, and residents from all across 

Melbourne and the surrounding communities, of all ages & abilities, use 

that entrance area to Stable Ales daily. Many walk to there, but many 

more drive to it, through it, and/or past it.

⁃ Three inherently dangerous two-lane roads intersect there, bringing fast-

moving traffic from the east [the narrow Blackwell Lane], effectively 

single-lane traffic in large part from the west [Church Street], plus the 

northern-side traffic that feeds to and through the curves & bends & 

compromised visibility of Castle Street. Adding to that is road traffic to, 

from, and through the Church Square parking area, going to and from the 

roadway and private entrances around and beyond the Pool. All four serve 

assorted cars, vans, trucks, buses, and coaches plus bicycles, motorcycles, 

push-chairs, scooters, and a variety of other wheeled vehicles in addition 

to pedestrians. It is a Very Busy Place.

⁃ Now imagine adding a flow of vehicles whose drivers and passengers are 

either coming to party and drink at an enhanced Stable Ales, or who are 

leaving after having been drinking, possibly for hours if they've stayed for 

a music event or other activity. Imagine that impact on the already heavy 

traffic situation if Stable Ales were to gain the premises license that it's 

seeking. Where is the wisdom in that? Surely the Council doesn't want to 

foster further danger there.

3: Prevention of public nuisance
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• Noise

⁃ The noise that Stable Ales proposes to make with its music and from its 

additional customers were it to have a further license would not be in 

isolation. It would layer atop the daily noise from cargo and passenger 

aircraft flying very low overhead from East Midlands Airport, and from the 

international race track and the entertainment venue at Donington Park, 

both approximately two miles west of Melbourne. Those are not avoidable. 

Additional noise is.

⁃ The UK provides guidance on noise nuisance:

⁃ Permitted noise levels 

⁃ The permitted noise level using A-weighted decibels (the 

unit environmental noise is usually measured in) is: 

⁃ 34 dBA (decibels adjusted) if the underlying level of 

noise is no more than 24 dBA 

⁃ [or] 10 dBA above the underlying level of noise if this 

is more than 24 dBA 

[Source: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise-nuisances-how-councils-

deal-with-complaints]

⁃ Assuming that Roger Lowe is not intent on defying the UK Government it's 

interesting, as noted in my representation regarding his application, his 

declaration in its Section 10 that live music will take place both 

indoors and out'. He reiterates this in Section 11, declaring his intent to ' 

… play amplified recorded music to the indoor spaces & potentially 

to outdoor seating areas …

 Yet in its Section 10 he states: 'we are not predicting that this 

will generate a nuisance or require a NMP or monitoring to take 

place.' 

As both of those cannot be true at the same time, he has therefore 

made at least one true statement and at least one false statement in his 

application.

Mr Lowe has made verbal promises that he will not create a public 

nuisance, violating the rights of his neighbours or other Melbourne 

citizens. But in writing, here and elsewhere, he has shown that he will say 

one thing in one place and another in another, as he find it convenient to 

do so. 

Nothing here justifies either trust in Roger Lowe or any further 

licensing for Stable Ales. Rather, it demonstrates why any further licensing 

there could burst the seams that hold that area in a delicate balance, even 
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with 'assurances' to the contrary, and therefore should not be granted.

_________________________
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