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1.0   Recommendations  
 
1.1 That the Committee recommends to Finance and Management Committee to accept 

the Local Plan (Regulation 18) Delivery Funding and that the Section 151 Officer is 
authorised to update the budget and policy framework accordingly.  

 
2.0  Purpose of the Report 
 
2.1 The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) has offered the 

Council a grant to help progress work to bring forward the Local Plan on an accelerated 
timescale. Support is sought to accept the funding. 

 
3.0 Detail 
 
 Background  
 
3.1 The Council has met the deadline of publishing the Local Plan under Regulation 19 by 

12 March 2025 (the Local Plan was published on 10 March). The deadline for 
submission of all Local Plans under the current system of plan making is 31 December 
2026. Additional funds can be used to enable submission within the deadline, 
supporting activities such as transport modelling work and plan wide viability. 

  
Local Plan (Regulation 18) Delivery Funding 

 
3.2 The Government is offering support to local authorities that are at the Regulation 18 

stage of the Local Plan making process. This is in recognition they would benefit from 
support to enable them to carry out the additional work required to take account of 
the revised National Planning Policy Framework, and to enable them to submit their 
plans for examination by December 2026. 

 
3.3 The funding being made available aims to provide a direct financial contribution to 

eligible local authorities to enable them to progress their plans within the required 
timeframe for submission. Local authorities are eligible for funding if: 
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• they are currently at Regulation 18 stage of the plan making process as of 14 
February 2025; 

• they anticipate submitting their plan in the current system by December 2026; 

• they commit to submit an updated local plan timetable (Local Development 
Scheme or LDS) to MHCLG by 6 March 2025, and to provide regular updates on 
their progress against milestones; 

• local authorities submitting an Expression of Interest (EOI) for the funding will also 
be required to confirm that their EOI has been approved by their Section 151 
Officer. 

 
3.4 The Government’s envisaged timeline is as follows: 
 

• 14 February 2025 – EOI process launched 

• 28 February 2025 – deadline for EOI returns 

• 13 March 2025 – successful local authorities notified that they will receive funding 

• 28 March 2025 – payments made to local authorities 
 

3.5  The Grant has been received. The Grant will be held unspent until a decision to 
accept has been made by Committee. Acceptance of the funding will support the 
Council to meet the timescale for Local Plan production set out in the Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) which was approved at a Full Council meeting on 27th 
February 2025. As per the funding eligibility criteria the approved LDS was submitted 
to MHCLG by 6 March 2025 and details how the Council will submit the Local Plan 
under the current system by December 2026. If the decision is to refuse, the funding 
will be returned. 

 
Funding Proposals 

 
3.6 It is proposed that the funding would be used to hire consultants to undertake work 

under the following funding categories: 
 

• prepare or update the plan evidence base 

• undertake technical studies 

• undertake site assessments 
 
3.7 Further details of eligible activities and deadlines for spend are awaited from 

Government, but it is envisaged that the funding would support a range of activities, 
as outlined in the table below. The final confirmed version of this spending proposal 
will be shared with the Section 151 Officer. 

 

Activity Approx Cost Approx Timing 
Transport modelling £60,000 Summer 2025 
Additional sustainability appraisal work £50,000 Autumn 2025 
Plan wide viability work £45,000 Autumn 2025 
Detailed site assessment/master 
planning/further infrastructure planning 
to support delivery of the strategic sites 
and any stalled sites 

£70,000 Autumn/Winter 2025/26 

 Total £225,000  
 
4.0 Financial Implications 



 

  

 
4.1 It is proposed to use a Grant to access additional planning and technical expertise. 

The Grant is offered under Section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003. 
 
4.2 MHCLG has offered the Council funding of up to £227,962.50. This would be used to 

appoint consultants to undertake research, studies and site assessments contributing 
to the preparation of the Local Plan. Confirmation of the period over which the funding 
can be spent is awaited. 

 
4.3 The Council would be the Accountable Body for the project.  
 
5.0 Corporate Implications 
  

Legal Implications 
 

5.1 There is likely to be claw back and repayment requirements if the Grant is not 
expended by the project end date or expended as detailed in the proposal form, 
however, Officers are confident that these requirements will be met.  

 
Council Plan Implications 

 
5.2 The Grant has the potential to contribute to the following priorities: 
 

• Shape our Environment: Improve biodiversity in the District and meet our ecological 
commitments – Our adopted Local Plan includes viable policies that will increase 
biodiversity and support a net zero South Derbyshire in addition to specific policies 
to provide the necessary infrastructure and high-quality walking, cycling routes and 
public transport. 

• Drive our Economy: Create an environment where a diverse range of new and 
existing businesses may maximise their potential – Our adopted new Local Plan will 
accommodate the employment space needs in our District. 

• Support our Communities: Provide access to affordable housing – The availability 
of social and affordable housing provision is increased and quality enhanced. 

 

Risk Impact 
 
5.3 The Council will be committing to submit its Local Plan by the deadline set out in the 

National Planning Policy Framework (by December 2026). 
 
5.4 There is a risk that the Grant will have to be paid back in full or in part if the grant 

conditions are not fully met. 
 
6.0 Community Impact 
 
       Consultation 

 
6.1 Extensive public and stakeholder consultation is being undertaken in the preparation 

of the Local Plan. 
 

Equality and Diversity Impact 
 

6.2 None arising from this report. 
 

Social Value Impact 



 

  

 
6.3 None arising from this report. 

 
Environmental Sustainability 

 
6.4 None arising from this report. 
 

7.0 Conclusions 
 
7.1 MHCLG is offering support to help the Council progress its review of the Local Plan 

on an accelerated timetable. 
 
8.0 Background Papers 
 

None 


