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MINUTES of the COUNCIL (EXTRAORDINARY) MEETING of the
SOUTH DERBYSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
held at the Civic Offices, Civic Way, Swadlincote
on Tuesday, 18 March 2025

at 6.00pm

PRESENT:

Labour Group

Councillor S Bambrick (Chair) and Councillor A Archer (Vice-Chair) and
Councillors J Carroll, A Haynes, | Hudson, A Jones, G Jones, L Mulgrew, M
Mulgrew, R Pearson, V Redfern, G Rhind, D Shepherd, L Singh, K Storey, B
Stuart, S Taylor, A Tilley and N Tilley.

Conservative Group
Councillors N Atkin, D Corbin, M Ford, M Gotheridge, K Haines, S Meghani, D
Muller, J Patten and P Watson.

Liberal Democrats
Councillors G Andrew and J Davies

Non-Grouped
Councillor A Wheelton

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the Meeting were received from Councillors M Gee
and S Harrison, D Pegg (Labour Group), A Kirke and J Lowe (Conservative
Group)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair declared, on behalf of all Members, a pecuniary interest in relation to
item CL/125, Local Government Reorganisation Interim Plan approval. This was
due to the effect this could have on the receipt of Members allowances. In
accordance with section 33 of the localism act 2011, the Chair reported that the
Monitoring Officer had granted dispensation to all Council Members.

Council was informed that a declaration of interest had been received from
Councillor N Atkin relating to item CL/125 by virtue of being a County Councillor
and would abstain from the vote.

Council was informed that a declaration of interest had been received from
Councillor J Patten relating to item CL/125 by virtue of being a County Councillor
and would abstain from the vote.

Council was informed that a declaration of interest had been received from
Councillor D Muller relating to item CL/125 by virtue of being a County Councillor
and would abstain from the vote.
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OPEN

Council was informed that a declaration of interest had been received from
Councillor M Ford relating to item CL/125 by virtue of being a County Councillor
and would abstain from the vote.

Council was informed that a declaration of interest had been received from
Councillor A Haynes relating to item CL/125 by virtue of attending a meeting in
Matlock in the capacity as a County Councillor. Councillor A Haynes informed
the Council that he had Abstained during that meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
The Chair informed the Council that there were no announcements.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE LEADER
The Leader informed the Council that there were no announcements.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE HEAD OF PAID SERVICE
The Head of Paid Services informed the Council that there were no
announcements.

UESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PURSUANT TO COUNCIL
PROCEDURE RULE NO. 10

Council was informed that no questions had been received.

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO COUNCIL
PROCEDURE RULE NO. 11

Council was informed that no questions had been received.
NOTICES OF MOTION IN ORDER OF WHICH THEY WERE RECEIVED
Council was informed that no notices of motion had been received.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION INTERIM PLAN APPROVAL

The Chief Executive addressed Council providing a summary of the report
noting that Derbyshire County Council had declined to take part in discussions.

The Chief Executive referred the Council to Appendix C of the report and
summarised the 15 options that had been explored, before options 12 and 13
had been shortlisted.

Councillor A Wheelton addressed the Council and requested for a
recommendation to put out a public statement advising that South Derbyshire
District Council did not want this for its residents and staff but had no choice
under the 5 February 2025 letter and government criteria.

The Chief Executive informed the Council that colleague briefings had been
arranged to provide assurance and maintain communication with staff.
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Councillor D Corbin sought clarification relating to requirement of submission of
bids by all authorities, Derby City Council missing the deadline and the effect, if
any, to South Derbyshire District Council’s submission.

The Chief Executive advised all authorities were required to respond and
provided assurance that South Derbyshire District Council’s submission would
not be affected.

The Leader noted the work undertaken, which had been reflected within the
detailed report provided. The Leader noted the importance of looking forward
for South Derbyshire District Council and the need to take the opportunity to
engage with other district and borough councils.

Members addressed Council noting concerns regarding the timeframes set out,
loss of support to residents if the number of Councillors within the local area
was reduced and questioned how the geography would work.

RESOLVED:

1.1 Council approved the submission of the Interim Plan proposal
attached at Appendix A to the report, as the named councils’
preferred model of unitary local government for Derbyshire and
Derby.

1.2 Council delegated authority to the Chief Executive in consultation
with the Leader of the Council, to make any minor or technical
amendments to the Interim Plan proposal, prior to its submission
to the Minister of State on or before 21 March 2025.

1.3 Council noted the intention of Derbyshire’s eight district and
borough councils and Derby City Council to consult with residents
and other stakeholders to inform the development of a full
proposal for local government reorganisation in Derbyshire and
Derby.

1.4 Council noted that Councillors would be formally invited to
consider the full proposal in the Autumn, prior to its submission
to the Government by the required deadline of 28 November 2025.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED BY THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT [ACCESS TO INFORMATION] ACT 1985)

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act
1972 (as amended) the press and public be excluded from the remainder
of the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under the
paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act as indicated in the reports
of Committees.
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CL/127 EXEMPT QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NUMBER 11

Council was informed that no questions had been received.

The meeting terminated at 18:35 hours.

COUNCILLOR S BAMBRICK

CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
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