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OPEN

MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING of the
SOUTH DERBYSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

held at Civic Offices, Civic Way,
Swadlincote on 19th May 2005

at 6.00 p.m. 

PRESENT:-

Labour Group
Councillor  Mrs.  Mead  (Chair),  Councillor  Jones  (Vice-Chair)  and
Councillors  Bambrick,  Bell,  Carroll,  Dunn,  Harrington,  Isham,  Lane,
Lauro,  Mulgrew,  Pabla,  Richards,  Southerd,  Southern,  Stone,  Taylor,
Whyman, M.B.E. and Wilkins.

Conservative Group
Councillors  Atkin,  Bale,  Ford,  Harrison,  Mrs.  Hood,  Hood,  Lemmon,
Mrs. Littlejohn, Nalty, Mrs. Renwick, Shaw and Mrs. Wheeler.

Independent Member
Councillor Mrs. Walton.

APOLOGIES

Apologies  for  absence  from  the  Meeting  were  received  from  Councillor
Shepherd  (Labour  Group)  and  Councillors  Bladen  and  Mrs.  Hall
(Conservative Group).

CL/1. PRESENTATION BY SOUTH DERBYSHIRE CVS

Jo  Smith,  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  South  Derbyshire  CVS  made  a
presentation to Members on the range of services offered by the organisation,
including  an  Advocacy  Service,  Children  and  Family  Services,  Community
Development,  Funding  Advice  Service,  Information  Service,  Learning  and
Development,  Safer  Homes,  Self  Help  Support,  Social  Car  Scheme,  Social
Enterprise,  Travelling  Lunch  Club  And  Volunteer  Centre.   Financial
information  was  circulated  to  Members  which  indicated  that  the  total
expenditure  last  year  was  £488,111  and  the  total  deficit  of  the  CVS  was
£42,500.  Estimated expenditure for 2005/06 was £552,217, leaving a deficit
of  £87,531.   The  predicted  unit  cost  per  hour  of  South Derbyshire  CVS for
2005/06  was  £14.60  and  it  was  acknowledged  that  this  represented  good
value for money.

Members took the opportunity to ask several questions and expressed their
gratitude  for  the  support  provided  to  the  District  Council.   The  Leader
advised  that  the  Council  would  consider  any  assistance  required  by  the
organisation, where possible.

CL/2. MINUTES

The  Open  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  7th  April  2005
(Minutes  Nos.  CL/142  –  CL/157)  were  taken  as  read,  approved  as  a  true
record and signed by the Chair.
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CL/3. APPOINTMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

It  was  noted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  and
Housing  Act  1989,  that  Councillor  Whyman,  M.B.E.  was  the  Leader  of  the
Labour  Group  and  Councillor  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  the  Leader  of  the
Conservative Group.

It was proposed, duly seconded and,

RESOLVED:-

That Councillor Whyman, M.B.E. be appointed Leader of the Council for
the ensuing year.

CL/4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor  Atkin  declared  a  prejudicial  interest  in  the  Exempt
recommendation of the Environmental and Development Services Committee
of  14th  April  2005  (Minute  No.  EDS/80)  relating  to  the  South  Derbyshire
Local Plan as an affected landowner.

CL/5. APPOINTMENT OF THE DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

It  was  noted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  and
Housing  Act  1989,  that  Councillor  Carroll  was  the  Deputy  Leader  of  the
Labour  Group  and  Councillor  Harrison  was  the  Deputy  Leader  of  the
Conservative Group.

It was proposed, duly seconded and,

RESOLVED:- 

That Councillor Carroll be appointed Deputy Leader of the Council for
the ensuing year.

CL/6. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The  Chair  advised  that  she  had  attended  a  VE  Day  Service  at  Newhall
Methodist  Church  on  8th  May  2005,  followed  by  wreath  laying  at  Eureka
Park Gates, Swadlincote.  The last charity event of her year of office would be
a  Charity Golf Competition at the Branston Golf and Country Club on 20th
May 2005 and a record number of teams would be participating in the event.
Funds  raised  throughout  the  year  would  be  presented  to  the  Chair’s  two
charities  on  24th  May  2005  and  the  Chair  requested  that  all  outstanding
donations  towards  the  sponsorship  of  Councillor  Lane  in  the  London
Marathon should be handed to him as soon as possible.

The  Chair  hoped  to  see  as  many Members  as  possible  at  the  Civic  Council
Meeting  on  26th  May  2005  at  the  Town Hall  and  as  this  was  her  last  Full
Council  Meeting,  expressed  her  gratitude  to  all  Members  for  their  support
during her year of office.

Upon the invitation of the Chair, Councillor Bale addressed Members on an
invitation  on  behalf  of  HRH  The  Prince  of  Wales  to  a  development  at
Poundbury in Dorset as part of the Duchy of Cornwall’s development project.

Page 2 of 8



Annual Council – 19.05.05 OPEN

- 3 -

Councillor  Bale  felt  that  the  Authority  could  benefit  from  a  visit  to  assess
design,  architectural  and  environmental  issues  and  he  presented  the
invitation and supporting literature to the Chair for future consideration.

CL/7. LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Leader referred to the forthcoming retirement of Mr. J. C. Birkett, Head
of Planning Services on 27th May 2005 after in excess of 30 years service to
the  Authority.   Members  paid  tribute  to  his  enormous  contribution  and
dedication to the Planning Service and wished Mr. Birkett a long and happy
retirement.  Mr. Birkett responded in turn, thanking Members for their kind
comments and expressing his gratitude for their support.

The Leader paid tribute to the dedication of Councillor Mrs. Mead upon the
completion of her fourth term as Chair of the Council and these sentiments
were reiterated by other Members.

CL/8. CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chief  Executive presented a painting of  the Hepworth Drainage Anchor
Works to the Chair, which had been delivered to the Authority by Mr. G. Hall,
a former employee of Hepworths.

Following  his  recent  visit  to  Japan,  the  Chief  Executive  conveyed  the  best
wishes  from the  Mayor  of  Toyota  City  and  presented  photographs  from the
visit  of  Members of  Toyota City  to  South Derbyshire  during July  2004.   He
also presented gifts to the Chair and the Leader and the Leader paid tribute
to the Chief Executive’s networking duties during the visit, which had already
realised potential benefits for the District.

The Chief  Executive  referred to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Birkett,  Head of
Planning  Services  and  advised  that  the  best  wishes  of  Members  would  be
conveyed at Mr. Birkett’s formal presentation on 27th May 2005.

CL/9. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 2004/05

Mr D. R. Williams, Chair of  the Standards Committee attended the Meeting
and presented the Annual Report of the Standards Committee for 2004/05.
This was the first Annual Report of the Committee which had been produced
and in  reviewing the  activities  in  2004/05,  it  also  looked back to  when the
Committee  was  created  in  2001  as  well  as  forward  to  next  year.   In  this
regard,  the  Committee  had  also  approved  a  Work  Programme for  2005/06.
The  Annual  Report  had  been  approved  by  the  Standards  Committee  at  its
last Meeting held on 21st April 2005.

Members thanked Mr. Williams for his presentation of the report.

RESOLVED:-

That  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Standards  Committee  for  2004/05  be
noted.
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CL/10. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

RESOLVED:-
That  the  Open  reports  of  the  following  Committees  be  received  and
noted  and  any  recommendations  contained  therein  be  approved  and
adopted, subject to any matters annotated:-

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 11th April 2005 (Minutes Nos. LA/22
– LA/23)

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 11th April 2005 (Minutes Nos. LA/25
– LA/26)

Environmental  and Development  Services  Committee,  14th April  2005
(Minutes Nos. EDS/69 – EDS/76)
(Minute  No.  EDS/70,  Declarations  of  Interest  –  it  was  noted  that
Councillor  Atkin  had  declared  a  prejudicial  interest  as  a  landowner
relating  to  the  item  on  the  Local  Plan  and  had  withdrawn  from  the
Meeting during the consideration and determination thereof.  
Minute No. EDS/71(a), Roundabout at Welland Road, Hilton – Councillor
Mrs Walton thanked Members for their support on this matter.  
Minute  No.  EDS/72,  Application  for  Trade  of  Ice  Cream  Vehicle  in
Consent Area – Councillor Stone reported that he had stated that the
Swadlincote  Ward  Members  were  in  favour  of  a  siting  in  the  area,
rather  than  in  favour  of  this  particular  application  and  the  Chair
confirmed that an appropriate amendment would be considered at the
next Meeting of the Committee).

Development Control Committee, 19th April 2005 (Minutes Nos. DC/126
– DC/137)
(Minute No. DC/129(a), The erection of an extension at The Abattoir at
Church  Broughton  Road,  Foston  –  Councillor  Bale  enquired  as  to
progress  on   discussions  on  the  screening  of  this  site.   The  Head  of
Planning Services reported that a site meeting had been held and the
erection of fences had been negotiated to screen the site.  The Leader
endorsed  the  concerns  of  Councillor  Bale  and  it  was  agreed  that  a
progress report would be submitted to the Committee).

Standards Committee, 21st April 2005 (Minutes Nos. SC/13 – SC/18)

Housing and Community Services Committee, 21st April 2005 (Minutes
Nos. HCS/102 – HCS/112)

Finance  and  Management  Committee,  28th  April  2005  (Minutes  Nos.
FM/124 – FM/132)

(Minute No. FM/129, Parliamentary and County Council Elections 2005
Designated  Polling  Places  –  Councillor  Hood  requested  that
consideration  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  utilising  the  premises  at
Mickleover  Country  Park  as  polling  premises  in  the  future  and  the
Chair  of  the  Committee  advised  that  the  designated  polling  places
would be reviewed prior to the next elections).

Community Scrutiny Committee, 3rd May 2005 (Minutes Nos. CYS/36 –
CYS/38)
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Corporate  Scrutiny  Committee,  9th  May  2005  (Minutes  Nos.  COS/30
–COS/34)

Development Control Committee, 10th May 2005 (Minutes Nos. DC/139 –
DC/150)

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 12th May 2005 (Minutes Nos. LA/28
– LA/29)

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 12th May 2005 (Minutes Nos. LA/31
– LA/32)

Overview Committee, 16th May 2005 (Minutes Nos. OV/35 – OV/39)

CL/11. NOTICE OF MOTION

It  was  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  Council  Procedure  Rule  No.  12,
Councillor Richards had given notice of the following motion:-

“This  Council  commits  itself  to  examining  all  funding  streams  and
expenditure  including  the  Single  Capital  Pot  in  order  to  consider  the
allocation  of  an  additional  £1  million  if  necessary,  to  meet  any  potential
funding gap in the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) up to the year 2015”.

Councillor  Richards  proposed  the  motion,  which  was  duly  seconded.   The
motion was debated and put to a vote.

RESOLVED:-

That the motion be carried.

(Councillors  Atkin,  Bale,  Ford,  Harrison,  Mrs  Hood,  Hood,  Lemmon,  Mrs.
Littlejohn,  Nalty,  Mrs.  Renwick,  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  wished  it  to  be
recorded that they had voted against this motion).

CL/12. SEALING OF DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED:-

That the Sealed Documents listed at Annexe SMB1 to the Signed Minute
Book, which have no specific authority, be duly authorised.

CL/13. POLITICAL COMPOSITION 2005/06

The  Council  reviewed  the  political  proportionality  for  the  composition  of
Committees  and  Sub-Committees,  calculated  accordingly  to  reflect  the
political proportionality of the Council.

RESOLVED:-

That the allocation of seats to the Political Groups attached at Annexe
‘A’ to these Minutes be approved.

Page 5 of 8



Annual Council – 19.05.05 OPEN

- 6 -

CL/14. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING
PANELS 2005/06

RESOLVED:-

(1) That  the  nominations  of  Members  to  serve  on  Committees,  Sub-
Committees  and Working Panels  for  the ensuing year,  as  set  out
at Annexe ‘B’ to these Minutes, be received and noted.

(2) That Chairs and Vice-Chairs be appointed as indicated.

CL/15. SUBSTITUTE PANELS 2005/06

RESOLVED:-

That  the  Groups’  nominations  of  Members  to  serve  on  Substitute
Panels,  as  set  out  at  Annexe  ‘C’  to  these  Minutes,  be  received  and
noted.

CL/16. REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 2005/06

The  Leader  of  the  Conservative  Group  expressed  a  wish  for  future
consideration  to  be  given  to  the  appointment  of  local  Members  on  outside
bodies.

Councillor Bale requested that investigations be made into the possibility of
re-convening the former Woodyard Lane Caravan Site Advisory Committee.

RESOLVED:-

That  appointments  of  representatives  to  or  nominations  to  serve  on
outside  bodies  for  the  ensuing  year,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  be
made as set out at Annexe ‘D’ to these Minutes.

CL/17. REVIEW  OF  THE  PROTOCOL  FOR  THE  USE  OF  INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Members  were  reminded  that  a  Protocol  for  the  Use  of  Information
Technology  by  Members  of  the  Council  had  been  approved  at  the  Council
Meeting on 4th November 2004 prior to the distribution of laptop computers
and peripherals to Members in January 2005 to improve communication and
enhance working arrangements.  The Protocol had been developed following
visits  to  three  neighbouring  authorities  to  discuss  their  experiences  on
implementing this project.

At  the time that  the Protocol  was agreed,  it  was recognised that  this  was a
document which could be reviewed and amended, if necessary, in the light of
Members’  experiences  following  the  implementation  of  the  project.
Accordingly,  the  opportunity  had  now  been  taken  to  expand  Section  4
relating to use of the equipment and this proposed revised section had been
circulated  to  Members  in  April  as  part  of  the  monthly  Members’  Bulletin.
Members  had  been  requested  to  submit  any  comments  on  the  proposed
revised  Section  together  with  any  other  suggestions,  alterations  or
amendments prior to the Meeting of the Standards Committee on 21st April
2005  to  enable  the  Committee  to  make  any  recommendations  to  Full
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Council.  No comments on the proposed revision were received from Members
but  a  request  had  been  received  from  Councillor  Harrington  for  a  level  of
personal use of the equipment.  Although the current Protocol did not permit
personal  use  of  the  equipment,  a  suggested  Section  covering  this  use  had
been prepared  and considered  by  the  Standards  Committee.   No  objections
had  been  raised  and  the  proposed  revised  Protocol  had  been  circulated  to
Members, highlighting the proposed changes from the original document.

RESOLVED:-

That  the  proposed  revised  Protocol,  including  the  proposed  changes
from the original document, be approved and adopted.

CL/18. APPOINTMENT OF TWO APPRENTICES TO THE HOUSING DLO TEAM

It was reported that the Housing DLO had an ageing workforce and there was
a need to consider how to sustain the service when tradesmen either retired
or  left  the  Council’s  employment.   One  option  related  to  open  market
recruitment.  In the local and national setting of growing skills shortages, the
Council  would  not  necessarily  be  an  attractive  employer  and  could  expect
difficulty  in  attracting  craftspeople  of  the  right  match  to  requirements.
Capacity to meet the demand for a range of responsive repairs had not been
available  in  this  section of  the  Housing Service  for  several  years.   This  had
led to increasing externalisation of work that, in the modern setting, may not
always be the most viable or cost-effective option.

The  Council  was  committed  to  achieving  high  quality  standards  for  its
tenants through a successful Housing DLO.  To these ends, it was currently
introducing  several  initiatives  in  consultation  with  Trade  Unions  and  the
ability  to  undertake  more  work  on  time  was  a  key  feature  and  driver  in
considering  DLO  viability  through  time.   These  initiatives  included  the
possible introduction of multi-skilling.

Modern apprenticeships offered the Council an opportunity to provide young
people  with  a  structured training  programme and employment  opportunity.
In addition, there was also the benefit of providing cost-effective training for
these  employees  who  wished  to  gain  craft  skills  whilst  working  with  the
Council’s Housing DLO.

At its Meeting held on 21st April 2005, the Housing and Community Services
Committee  had  recommended  that  two  modern  apprentice  positions  within
the Housing DLO be re-established on a salary range outlined in the report.

RESOLVED:-

That  the  recommendations  of  the  Housing  and  Community  Services
Committee be approved and adopted.
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CL/19. LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  1972  (AS  AMENDED  BY  THE  LOCAL
GOVERNMENT [ACCESS TO INFORMATION] ACT 1985)

RESOLVED:-

That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act
1972  (as  amended)  the  press  and  public  be  excluded  from  the
remainder  of  the  Meeting  for  the  following  items  of  business  on  the
grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of  exempt information
as defined under the paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act
as indicated in the reports of Committees.

MINUTES

The  Exempt  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  7th  April
2005 were duly received and approved.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The  Exempt  reports  of  the  following  Committees  were  received  and
noted  and  any  recommendations  contained  therein  approved  and
adopted:-

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 11th April 2005
 

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 11th April 2005

Environmental and Development Services Committee, 14th April 2005

Development Control Committee, 19th April 2005

Housing and Community Services Committee, 21st April 2005

Finance and Management Committee, 28th April 2005

Development Control Committee, 10th May 2005
 

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 12th May 2005
 

Licensing and Appeals Committee, 12th May 2005 

MRS. J. MEAD

CHAIR
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