
 

OPEN 
AUDIT SUB-COMMITTEE - EXTRAORDINARY 

 
12 February 2025 

 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Labour Group  
Councillor J Carroll (Chair) and Councillor D Shepherd (Vice-Chair) 
and 
Councillor A Jones  

 

Conservative Group 
Councillor N Atkin 
 
Non-Grouped 
Councillor A Wheelton 
 

AS/46 APOLOGIES 
  
 The Sub-Committee was informed that no apologies had been received.  
   
AS/47 TO RECEIVE THE OPEN MINUTES 
 The Open Minutes for the Meeting held on 27 November 2025 were taken as 

read, approved, and signed by the Chair.   
   
AS/48 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
   
 The Sub-Committee was informed that no declarations of interest had been 

received.  
   
AS/49 TO RECEIVE ANY QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

PURSUANT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NO.10 
   
 The Sub-Committee was informed that no questions from members of the 

public had been received.  
   
AS/50 TO RECEIVE ANY QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

PURSUANT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NO.11 
   
 The Sub-Committee was informed that no questions from Members of the 

Council had been received.  
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MATTERS DELEGATED  
   
AS/51 EXTERNAL AUDIT COMPLETION REPORT 2023/24  
   
 The External Auditor attended the meeting and presented the report to the 

Sub-Committee noting the key elements of the report which included the 
approach to Value for Money, financial planning, financial strategy, budget 
control, governance and the judgement issued by the Housing Regulator. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

 1.1 The Sub-Committee noted and commented on the Auditors 
Annual Report and Audit Completion Report at Appendices A 
and B of the report. 

   
AS/52 APPROVAL OF THE 2023/24 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 

AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS  
  
 The Head of Finance presented the report to the Sub-Committee and sought 

approval of the recommendations. 
 
Councillor Wheelton sought clarification regarding financial elements that had 
not been included in reports to Finance and Management and Environmental 
and Development Services Committees. 
 
The Head of Finance addressed the Sub-Committee and advised that the 
changes were not know at the time of the Committee meetings but that they 
would be considered by Council when approving the budget. 
 
Members considered the report and raised frustration at the situation affecting 
the National Audit Office resulting in delays and queried if there was anything 
South Derbyshire District Council could do to assist. 
 
The External Auditor advised the Sub-Committee that the Council was already 
part of a Forum assisting with the issues.  

  
 RESOLVED: 

 
 1.1 The Sub-Committee, based on a disclaimed opinion and the 

information provided, approved the 2023/24 Annual Governance 
Statement and recommended approval of the Annual 
Governance Statement and the Statement of Accounts at 
Appendices A and B of the report to the Finance and 
Management Committee.  
 

 1.2 The Sub-Committee, subject to any final amendments requested 
by the Auditor, delegated completion of both documents to the 
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Executive Director – Resources and Transformation as the 
Section 151 Officer. 
 

 1.3 The Sub-Committee noted the Letter of Management 
Representation at Appendix C of the report, as approved by the 
Executive Director – Resources and Transformation.  

   
AS/53 COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAME 
   
 The Executive Director – Law and People presented the updated work 

programme to the Sub- Committee. 
 RESOLVED: 
   
 The Sub-Committee considered and approved the updated work 

programme. 
   
AS/54 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED BY THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT [ACCESS TO INFOMATION] ACT 1985) 
   
 RESOLVED: 

 
That in accordance with Section 100 (A)(4) of the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended) the press and public be excluded from the remainder 
of the Meeting as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to be 
transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that there would be 
disclosed exempt information as defined in the paragraph of Part I of the 
Schedule 12A of the Act indicated in the header to each report on the 
Agenda. 
 

   
AS/55 EXEMPT QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 

 COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NO.11 
   
 The Sub-Committee was informed that no questions from Members of the 

Council had been received.  
  
 The Meeting terminated at 16:55 hours. 
   
 Councillor J Carroll  

 
 
 

CHAIR 
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