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3.0 Detail

3.1 Negotiations regarding Section 106 Agreements should be based upon firm evidence
to support the issue in question. In order to provide an appropriate evidence base
relating to the provision of affordable housing the Council engaged B. Line Housing
Information to produce a Housing Market Analysis and Needs Assessment.

3.2 Five major housing sites in the north of the District are currently the subject of a
conjoined public inquiry. Prior to its conclusion the Inspector requires amongst other
things that Section 106 contributions to have been discussed and agreed between
the parties.

3.3 With regard to the proportion of affordable housing that should be negotiated for the
sites the Council has until now relied upon the 33% identified in the draft Regional
Spatial Strategy. That document however expects Local Authorities to undertake
more detailed studies of local housing market areas.
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In order to progress the negotiations the initial information and conclusions from the
Housing Market Analysis and Needs Assessment for the north of the District have
been made available.

The findings of the document have been discussed at the Housing & Community
Services Committee meeting and a % figure determined that would be appropriate to
seek on each of the appeal sites (or any other site that may come forward within that
part of the District).

The appellants and the Inspector have received a copy of the document and it is
likely that some if not all the appellants may wish to challenge the methodology used.
The procedure for this would be via the submission of proofs of evidence, rebuttal
and examination at the Inquiry and time has provisionally been set aside for this in
the Inquiry programme.

Testing of the document at the Inquiry will be valuable because-i WI| ensure that the
Council will ultimately have a robust basis upon which
needs element of other sites and ultimate policy within the Core

Development Framework (LDF).

Strategy oft e Local

Financial Implications

None directly arlsmg from thls report s the cost of the study document are met from

ity Implications

It is necessary for the appropriate level of affordable housing to be provided on
housing sites to meet the needs of the community within South Derbyshire that
cannot afford to buy on the open market.

Conclusions

The Housing Market Analysis and Needs Estimates document provides the most up
to date basis for securing affordable housing. Its methodology is likely to be tested at
the conjoined appeal sites inquiry resulting in an outcome that can form the basis of
robust negotiations for other sites in the same area.

Backqground Papers

Housing Market Analysis and Needs Estimates — B. Line Housing Information — 13"
August 2007.
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